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"Where is this?"

"Porte Maillot, under the bridge. C.C TV."
"Hey, it's like he's looking up at the cameral"
"Get away, he doesn't even know he's being filmed."
"Hung like a horse, eh?"

"Don't get too excited, Roman."

Roman elbowed Savane.

"Piss off."

Lambert was working out the damage. Not diffrcult. The worse

ideas he had, the more he blamed himself. If Guerin turned up
now, he was for it.

"Oh my God, that Peugeot nearly wiped him out."
"He won't make it."
"Jeez, Iook at the pile-up, ten cars, morel"
'And this nutcase galloping up the road."

On the black-and-white screen, a young man, naked and waving

his arms in the air, was running up the inside lane of the p€i-
pherique, the inner ring road round Paris. Cars were swerving to

avoid him, scooters were smashing into the crash barriers. Privates

on parade, the man was running towards the oncoming traffic with
a beatific smile on his face. Shouting something that couldn't be

heard, and looking unmistakably joyous, he was exposing his bare

flesh to the hurtling metal bodies. At the foot of the screen, a digital
display recorded the date and trme: 9.37 a.m. After the minutes, the

seconds crept by, much more slowly than the man's running steps.

He was thin and pale-skinned, with the elegant prolile of a heron

taking off across a pool of oil. The crashes, shocks and broken glass

were all happening in total silence.
"He's shouting, what's he saying?"
"Lambert, what was the guy shouting?"

Lambert didn't reply. Why had he been such a fucking moron
as to try to curry favour with these three brutesl
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race stopped short. Then absurdly, it began running in reverse.

The radiator of the truck was now spattered with a circular blood-
stain from the man's pulverised skull, and the rest of the body had

entirely disappeared under the cabin, as the trailer, its wheels

locked, started to slide across the road.

The video squeaked, the tape stopped, freezing on a final image

of the truck skidding sideways and the driver's horrified face. At
the bottom of the screen, the numbers of the digital clock had

stopped.

Berlion stubbed out his cigarette, burned to the filter, on the

tiled floor.
"Eeurgh, that's gross."
"I told you it was crazy as hell."

They went on staring at the screen, caught in mid-breath, sick-

ened and disappointed.

Savane turned towards the dark corner where Lambert had

taken refuge.
"Hey, Lambert, what's the verdict then, suicide or a serial killerl"
They all collapsed laughing, and Savane, gasping for breath,

piled it on further
"Think your boss has arrested the truck driver?"

They were practically pissing themselves at this when the door
of the TV. room opened. Lambert drew up his tall body, as if
guiltily standing to attention.

Guerin switched on the light. Hls three colleagues, emerging

from the smoke-filled twilight, were wiping their eyes He glanced

at the screen, then more slowly at Lambert. The anger almost

imrnediately faded from his big brown eyes, drssolving inro weari-

NESS

The expressions of Berlion and his sidekicks moved from
laughter to aggression, with the facility of men used to questioning

suspects,



I

aqi 'sreaq 
^\aJ 

E reI" dleraua8 's8uqqruer pruaqtod.{q rseqt ur

Jlesurq tsol eq ueq,\A s8uqaal slq roJ a8n;ar E 'tleqeJll Jo uos E sE

unq Sursn ]rEJ uI l,use.^ ssoq ar{i raq}eq \ peJrpuo,/v\ 'sllurll lluxr slr

o1 lq8noql srq pans:nd slurlauros oq,l\'uJqurE-I raruJo eeuIErJ

'elrsoddo eq] Jo alqeder (prepar sE/ ulrqnC 'o^\l

pue 'a8ep.r1;d e se,m. ]l 'ruo 'perq{rrp alaldruoc E aIII lre ot lou
'Jlasurrq plot aq 'uosear rer{louv 'dpo ase: stq ur uoqdrtrxa Frnt?u
-un srq] Surleur sdeqrad sp^A - qo[ aqt ur rurrp Jo ueeulq] 'plo

sreed o.uq-ftroJ - ssoq ll] Jr parepuo.^ urque'I 'rrlooq pelppel

rrros o] ,(lrur8rm rnod 3urso1 qll 'prruerlse ]19 e 3uqaa1 'alqrssod

sE tsEJ sE Jo pu to8 nod 'peq nod sseuaf,ru duy 'asn rptll Jo sE^\ lr

lerl] pua eq] ul tlupt ot peq ruo 'perpul Surppnq slql ul palnbar

ft1pnb E J,use^a e:ru Surag {urqt o} lErL^ /hauI uequ"l tnq'pro.la.

B ]noqlh 'pauaddeq peq Surqrou JI sE uo perrrtl petl ssoq aql
'lsnll Jo u8rs e sE Jarller lr pJrJprsuol

ueque'l Surper8ap Eepr rrll pu5 t,uplp rq 'eue^es a{{un rr}sprl

slr ,ry\olloJ ot perl ou pepaau leql 3op V 'll paderp teotrurer rrll
qrlqr!\ ur an3r1e1 lEurele eq] urmsrp dpo ppo: lnq 'a3er passardxa

lr rrqlaq,.l\ urll Jo luorJ ur arn8g eql uror; ssan8 o] prlrl eH 'sropll

-rol ar{t Suop ssoq rq} pe.^ olloJ aq 'tral srq 3ur33e.rq 'unq paddols

Surqlauros lnq 'elrol lelole ut ',,le,rt dru uo ur,l,, plps lsorIIE aH

,;op ot qol e 1o3 aA,eA\ a8unuo3,,
'roop oql punor {l?q pprq srq tnd uugnC Suu.our tnoq}l/

pools 'q1nq ou {1lm isod druel e a{ll 'urqurp'I tno pe{le.al. pue

1aq:od slq ul 11 1nd 'aurqleur rr{l uror; adel aql pat:e(a urrgn9
'srorls sq ]E u^\oP ParBls Pu" 'uosurrr Peqsnlq uaqurE-I

,,ipunore salpol ilnur alllll rno,{ lrqs eqt ul 1r Serp t,uocl,
'dpno1 r.roru peppe eq 'roprrror rr{} u1$,op JJo tur.^^ rq sV

,,'roou eql uo 3ur33erp s,:eur rnol 'oquo1o3 dap1,,

:1sed 1ua,la, eq

se dpernb palftus 'errq] ar{} Jo snonrl tsoru rr{l dlqeqo-rd 'ru"AES

'uu9nC Jo ]uo{ ur Surssed 'uroor eql Jo 1no llrwols pag daql

Suruortsanb ,-,- :
ruo{ PJ-..r)r_i : r

-rreal\ otur 3uu

]sourp re8ue a

pacuelS eH'sorl

duld-I:Lua .:' ,

JI se 'lPoq P
rooP erp ua+{

'qleorq ro; 3m<

,,irallpl [Blres e rr

PEq Uequq arJq \ rr

-{rrs 'qlBerq-PIu ur rq8

rrp uo 're{lJ arp ol Pur

peq {trop fcrfTp arp Jo

]V 'alBJ 
PsUrrroq sJe^r.D

e8eur IBuU B uo 3uz:a4'

sleeq \ slr 'lelrBrt Jrp s
peq dpoq arp Jo tser rrF I
-Poolq.reFtrnf, E rpra Pel
'esreleJ ur Srrruun: ur5a



rmage of the dog and its master came back every time. In the end,

it summed up their relationship pretty clearly For the humble,

humiliation is the first step towards recognition.

Lambert pushed open the door of their office, meditating on

self-esteem. That delicate thing the boss was trying to get him to
cultivate.

Guenn, silent and inscrutable, had sat down and plunged

straight into the frle on the man from the ring road. His ancient

raincoat flopped round his shoulders like a sagging and discoloured

scout tent.

What was the name of that character on the p€ripheique?

Lambert had already forgotten. A complicated name, double-

barrelled Impossible to remember
"So, young Lambert, what would you say about him? I agree

with you, it wasn't a very user-firendly way to commit suicide."

Guerin smiled to himself. "You saw it too, did you, how he was

waving at the camerasl"

There was no sound or movement in the office. Looking up at

his junior encouragingly, Guerin was waitrng for some word, some

approval Lambert was busy picking his beaky nose. He looked

fascinated by what he was extracting and sticking on the underside

of the chair.
"Lambert?"

The big fair-haired junior jumped, slipping his hands under the

desk.

"Yessir!"

"Could you go and fetch us some coffee, please."

Lambert trailed off down the corridor, hoping not to meet too

many people. On the way, he once more wondered why in the

quai des Orfevres no-one ever used first names. They said things

like "Roman's divorced again", "Lefranc's depressed", "That dope

Savane is in trouble", "Guerin is completely nuts", and so on. No
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sitting down, he went over to the wall and smartly tore a little sheet

off the calendar. In red figures and letters, it now said: 14 April
2008. He went back to his seat and started to drink his coffee, still

looking at the date.

Two years earlier, when he got back from Morocco, Guerin had

been directed to this poky offrce. Two desks, a strip-light, two

chairs, a few electric sockets and two doors, as if the way in and the

way out were not the same. In fact, there wasn't really a way out of
this office. Behind one of the tables, a long thin strand of white

coral with a human head sat facing a wall without a wndow, calmly

contemplating the future. Since that day, it had seemed as if
Lambert had never budged from his seat and that the future had

definitely postponed its arrival until some later date.

The office was at the very end of the building, at the western

point of the Ile de la Cite, in central Paris. To reach it you had to

go through half of No. 35, or use a side entrance and an old service

staircase. Barnier had handed Guerin the keys, giving him to
understand that going through the other offices to get there would

be a wasted effort. "Your new assistant," Barnier had said "Your new

oJf"ce. Your new job. Suicides. Gu€rin. From now on, you're Suicides

and Suicides is you."

The second door opened into a much bigger room, of whlch
their office was the antechamber. The archives of all the suicides

in Paris Or part of them anfivay, the ones that ended up in the

prefecture of police. Why they had been chosen, he and Lambert,

as guard dogs for this endless vista of shelves and hles, was a sign

he had not yet interpreted. But he was a patient man

The archives were no longer consulted these days; they were the

anachronistic remains of files now kept on computer, the paper

copies made for insurance companies and rarely requested. Almost

every month the question arose of chucking them out onto a

rubbish dump. Guerin was now the only person who added to
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one no-one had anticipated was that he would take to it like a duck

to water.

But that was what had happened.

As a result, Guerin had added a new layer to the pre-existing

hate o[ his colleagues: the vrsceral repulsion inspired by perverts,

rvho, when plunged rnto something everyone else thinks revolting,

actually seem to be enjoying themselves.

Two years earlier, Guerin, aged forty and a top graduate from

the Officer Trainrng School, had already had both admirers and

enemies. But everyone respected his competence, choosing to

ignore certain odd aspects of his behaviour. Then there were the

incidents, more and more frequent, outside the usual field of think-
ing and the classic methods of investigation. The incidents were put
down to his Nobel-sized brain, whlch people hoped was workrng,

even if it was not always easy to follow. But two years later, his

career was over, he was personally disliked, and his assistant was

universally considered a halfwit.

After the fall, Guerin had undergone psychological tests. They

had tried to find something physically amiss as well, so that he

could be frred. But no valid reason for early retirement had been

discovered, either physically or mentally. lf there was anything like

madness in his makeup, it fitted quite easily into the tickboxes for

normality. Dr Furet - an independent psychiatrist who had been

consulted because of some administrative slip-up - had put a note

in Guerin's file whlch had inspired some gossip: "The subject, in a
perfectly reasoned way, seems to think, just as some people see God

as a concept unifzing eveqrthing else, that the world can only be com-

prehended and explained, in other words that the subject's police

work can only be accomplished, if the idea is accepted (is that so

absurd?) that everything is connected. No event can be understood

or conceived in isolation without losing sight of its meaning, causal-

ity and effects. The subject is perfectly sane, and fit for police work."
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